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Master programmes
in public health

Current programmes: „Baseline data“

Examination periods:
end of semester to continuous examination

Length of semesters:
12 to 20 weeks

Module sizes:
appr. 5 to > 20 ECTS

Length of programmes:
15 months to 24 months full time

Grading schemes:
national

Credits:
ECTS or national credit systems

Module composition:
various
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Master programmes
in public health

Health systems:
different

Main health threats:
partly comparable

Economic conditions
of health services:

different

Profile(s) required in public health:

diversecomparable

for practicefor research

Living conditions:
different

Health service delivery:
different

Research methods:
identical

Scientific topics:
partly comparable

Public health: diversities and similarities  
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: Steps towards a core curriculum (1)

1. Definition of the academic and professional profiles 
of a graduate in the field of public health

Definition of the core competences needed

for research for practice

Extract core competences from relevant documents

Identify the core competences within the current programmes

Categorise the core competences
following the public health action cycle 
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: Steps towards a core curriculum (1)

1. Definition of the academic and professional profiles 
of a graduate in the field of public health:

Results (Handout, Table 3)

Critical appraisal 
of evidence for the 
effectiveness of 
health-related 
interventions, 
policies and 
population-based 
programmes

...

Empowerment of 
communities 
through 
engagement, 
consultation and 
partnerships to 
facilitate the 
promotion of 
healthy lifestyles

...

Development of 
public policy, 
including 
legislation and 
regulation, in 
collaboration with 
communities and 
governmental 
agencies which 
aims to:

...

Assessment and 
surveillance of 
population health 
status and the 
determinants of 
health using 
routine and non-
routine data

...

Evidence of 
effectiveness

Policy 
implementation

Policy 
development

Assessment and 
monitoring
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: Steps towards a core curriculum (2)

2. Translation of the profiles into learning outcomes/ 
subject specific and generic competences:

Learning skills

Communication

Making judgements

Applying knowledge
and understanding

Knowledge and 
understanding

Descriptors of EHEA-framework
for the second study cycle

No level descriptors

?

Qualifications of
a public health

graduate 
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Master programmes
in public health

Examination periods:
end of semester to continuous examination

Length of semesters:
12 to 20 weeks

Module sizes:
appr. 5 to > 20 ECTS

Length of programmes:
15 months to 24 months full time

Credits:
ECTS or national credit systems

Module composition:
various

Module

: Steps towards a core curriculum (2)

Learning skills

Communication

Making judgements

Applying knowledge
and understanding

Knowledge and 
understanding

Qualifications of a
public health graduate 

Generic competences Module Module

Module
ModuleM

od
ul

e

Module

??
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Learning
outcomes

: Steps towards a core curriculum (3)

3. Translation into core modules:

Learning skills

Communication

Making judgements

Applying knowledge
and understanding

Knowledge and 
understanding

Qualifications of a
public health graduate 

Generic competences Learning
outcomes

Learning
outcomes

Learning
outcomes

Learning
outcomes

Le
ar

ni
ng

 o
ut

co
m

es
Learning
outcomes

Annette Grewe, University of Applied Sciences, Fulda, Germany

 

Public health
approaches and its

application

Policy development

: Steps towards a core curriculum (3)

3. Translation into core modules:
Results (tables 5a to 5e)

Learning
outcomes
10 ECTS

Qualifications of a public health graduate

Semester 3

Semester 2

Semester 1

Semester 4

Research methods
epidemiology,

statistics

Learning
outcomes
10 ECTS

Learning
outcomes
10 ECTS

Health systems and
health economics

Determinants of 
health and health

inequalities

Learning
outcomes
10 ECTS

Learning outcomes of the Master thesis
30 ECTS
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Public health
approaches and its

application

Policy development

: Steps towards a core curriculum (4)

4. Integration of mobility:

Specialisation
10 ECTS

Qualifications of a public health graduate

Semester 3

Semester 2

Semester 1

Semester 4

Research methods
epidemiology,

statistics

Optional module
10 ECTS

Specialisation
10 ECTS

Health systems and
health economics

Determinants of 
health and health

inequalities

Specialisation
10 ECTS

Learning outcomes of the Master thesis
30 ECTS

“Mobility window”
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•Study in a manner that is largely self-directed or autonomousLearning skills

•Use the second language for everyday and topic-specific oral and written 
communication

Communication

•Design strategies to improve cross-border collaboration within the field of 
public health

•...
•Deduce approaches to improve the design of the public health study 
programme, the teaching and the learning conditions in the home university

Making 
judgements

•Identify main common and distinct public health issues within the home 
country and the host country

•...
•Critically compare and contrast academic teaching and provision of 
facilities to support learning in the host and home universities

Applying 
knowledge

and 
understanding

•Core functions of public health, public health policy and public health 
strategies in the host country...

Knowledge and 
understanding

Master programme in Public Health: Mobility module 

Mobility experience: Learning outcomes
(table 5f)
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Public health
approaches and its

application

Policy development

: Steps towards a core curriculum (4)

4. Integration of mobility:

Specialisation
10 ECTS

or placement

Qualifications of a public health graduate

Semester 3

Semester 2

Semester 1

Semester 4

Research methods
epidemiology,

statistics

Optional module
10 ECTS

Learning outcomes
of a mobility period

Health systems and
health economics

Determinants of 
health and health

inequalities

Specialisation
10 ECTS

or placement

Learning outcomes of the Master thesis
30 ECTS

“Mobility window” “Mobility module”


